'Locked-in coma' in postinfective polyneuropathy.
A patient with postinfective cranial and peripheral polyneuropathy exhibited the electroencephalographic and behavioral features of "alpha coma". The relation of this form of extensive peripheral disconnection to those cases with central disconnection due to pontomesencephalic lesions is discussed. We conclude that in both situations further evaluation of brain stem and cortical function is necessary to determine whether or not consciousness is preserved, rather than relying solely on the presence of ocular movements and reactivity of the electroencephalogram.